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St.  Neots  Rural  District  Council, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER.  1944, 

BY 

EDWARD  J.  CROSS.  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Iteport  on  the'  Public  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  in  your  District  for  the  year  endino*  31st 
December,  1944, 

I  should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
their  invariable  courtesy  and  ready  help  to  my  colleagues  Mr.  Dear 
(Clerk),  Mr.  Dunning,  M.S.I.A.  (Sanitary  Inspector)  and  Mr.  Beddow 
(AVater  Engineer),  as  well  as  to  the  Chairman  an'd  individual  Members 
of  the  Council. 


I  have  the  honour  to  i^e, 

]\fr.  Chairman,  Ladies  ahd  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWAPD  J.  CPOSS. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  acres,  52,559  (approximately  81  square  miles). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1944  according  to  the 
Pate  Books  was  2,212. 

Six  new  houses  have  been  built  and  no  old  houses  demolished  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944. 

The  Pateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £24,507. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Hate  is  £99-8-11. 

The  Pegistrar  General’s  estimate  of  The  population  is  7,241,  i.e., 
an  increase  of  15  on  last  year’s  estimate.  ’ 


The  District  is  entirely  agricultural. 
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YILLxVGBS  INCLUDED  IN  THE  AKEA;— 

Popiilation  1921.  Population  1931. 


Abbotsley 

321 

263 

Buckden 

998 

1037 

Catworth 

384 

318 

Covington 

109 

82 

Diddington 

175 

172 

Eynesbury  Hardwicke 

139 

139 

Grafham 

201 

200 

Great  Gransden 

458 

395 

Great  Paxton 

306 

292 

Great  Staughton 

685 

651 

Hail  Weston 

265 

236 

Kimbolton 

902 

School  Term  699 

Little  Paxton 

210 

229 

Midloe 

33 

40 

0 fiord  Cluny 

205 

2L7 

Offord  D’Arcy 

293 

291 

St.  Neots  Bural 

90 

68 

Southoe 

214 

211 

Stow 

90 

90 

Tet  worth 

159 

131 

Tilbrook 

192 

*202 

Toseland 

138 

145 

AVaresley 

183 

167 

Yelling 

225 

193 

LIA^E  BIPTHS. — 85  males  and  75  females,  making  a*  total  of 
160  births,  were  registered.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  22.08.  Tlie 
birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales,  20.9. 

Twenty  of  the  above  births  were  illegitimate.  Four  still  births, 
were  also  registered.  Eight  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died. 


DEATHS. — Altogether  93  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1944.  This  gives  a  death-rate  or  12.7  per  1,000. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


iMales 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Non-Pulnionary  Tuberculosis  — 

Influenza  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  3 

Cancer  of  Breast  — 

Cancer  of  other  sites  3 

Diabetes  — 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  3 


Heart  Disease  9 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  4 

'  Bronchitis  3 

Pneumonia  — 

Other  Bespiratory  Disease  — 

Ulcer  (Stomach  or  Duodenum)  1 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1 

Premature  Birth  3 

Congenital  1 

Boad  Traffic  1 

Other  Violence  2 

All  other  Causes  7 


Females 

1 

T 

O 

2 

1 

1 

7 

17 

3 

2 

2 

2 


2 

1 


6 


43  50 
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General  Provision  of  the  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


:\redical  Officer  of  Health.— E.  J.  Cro.ss,  M.D.,  D.P.H,  Telerjhone 

08  St.  Neots.  ^ 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  vSurveyor. — II.  Iv.  Dunning,  M.S.I.A.  Tel.  34, 

AVater  Engineer. — D.  Beddow.  Tel.  Buckden  282. 

FOOD  INSPECTION.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Sections  9,  10,  11,  12,  1.3,  14,  15,  10,  17,  18,  21  (2),  31,  37,  38 

and  39  have  been  delegated  to  the  Hunts.  County  Council. 

INFx\NT'  AVEIxFx4RE. — This  also  is  supervised  by  the  Hunts.  County 
Council. 

I  ubkc  x4nalyst.  S.  Green])urgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.  Telephone 

Cambridge  2097.  ' 


Clerk  to  the  Council.— D.  J.  Dear.  Telephone  St.  Neots  34. 

Extensive  use  is  also  made  of  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
laboratory  Service  (Camluidge). 


Clinics. 

AIENIAL  TREx4TMENT. — -The  Mental  Trea.tment  Specialist  may  be 
consulted  at  the  Bedford  County  Hospital  every  Tuesday  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  at  the  Tliree  Counties  Hospital,  x4rlesey,  every  Thursday  at  2.30  p.m. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — The  Chest  Consultant  holds  Clinics  at  the  Out- 
Patients’  Department  of  the  County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  on  the  first 
and  third  Thursdays  in  the  month. 

E4E  CLINICS. — The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  attends  the  Eye  Clinic, 
The  Hall,  George  Street,  Huntingdon,  on  the  first  and  third  Fridays 
in  the  month. 

^  ORTHOPx4EDIC  CLINICS. — The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends  the 
Clinic,  The  Hall,  George  Street,  LIuntingdon,  on  the  first  and  fourth 
Tuesdays  in  the  month. 

EAR,  NOSE  x4ND  THROx4T. — The  vSpecialist  attends  the  County 
HospitoS.  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  10  a.m. 

— x4ppointments  for  all  tliese  Clinics  are  made  throngh  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  llealtii,  Gazeley  House,  Huntingdon. 

A'ENEREx4L  DlSEx4SE. — Men  should  attend  at  2(5,  Fitzwilliam 
Street,  Peterborough,  on  Tuesdays  or  Fridays  at  G.O  to  8.0  p.m.  ; 
Women  from  3. .30  to  6.0  p.m.  Cases  are  also  seen  at  x4ddenl)rooke’s 
Hospital.  Time  of  x4ttendance — Men,  Tuesdays  4  p.m.  and  Thursdays 
8  p.m.  AA'omen,  Tuesdays  3  p.m.  and  Thursdays  7  p.m. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. — x4  Nurse  residing  afi  Great  Staughton 
(Tel.  Kimbolton  271)  attends  cases  in  Kirnbolton,  Great  Staugliton, 
Grafham,  Perry,  Tilbrook,  Dillington  and  Flail  AVeston. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Ellisley  (Tel.  Croxton  10)  attends  in  Great 
Paxton.  The  Offor’ds,  Toseland,  Yelling,  Great  Gransden,  AAffiresley  and 
Abbotsley. 

A  Nurse  residing  at  Brampton  attends  Buckden  and  Diddington 
(Tel.  Huntingdon  336). 

Ijittle  Paxton  and  Southoo  are  attended  by  a  Nurse  living  in 
St.  Neots  (Tel.  St.  Neots  214  and  215). 

Cat  worth  and  Covington — 'Tel.  Bythorn  217. 

All  these  Nurses  are  provided  with  motor  cars. 
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Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease — Civilians  only. 


Erysipelas 

8 

I’ulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

Pneumonia 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

Infective  Hepatitis 

'  8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

Measles 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Dysentoi'y  (Sonne  or  Flexner) 

Total 

20 

71 

ULOSIS. — On  31st  December, 

1944,  there 

were 

4G  cases 

of  Pulmonary  and  40  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  my 
Register.  1  think  tliat  some  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  should  now 
1)0  removed,  the  disease  being  quiescent. 


DIPHTHERIA. — No  case  of  Diphtheria  lias  been  notified  in  the 
District  since  20th  May,  1943. 

During  the  year  19  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  45  aged- 
between  5  years  and  15  years  have  received  prophylactic  injections. 
In  addition  to  these  some  children  have  been  immunised  by  private 
medical  practitioners.  I  have  no  record  of  these. 

1  consider  that  more  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  children  have  now 
been  immunised. 

OUTBREAKS  OF  DYSENTERY.— Two  minor  outbreaks  of  Dysentery 
occurred  during  the  year,  one  of  the  Sonne  type  ancf  the  other  of  the 
Flexner  type.  Advice  was  inserted  in  the  local  newspaper  and  also 
given  to  patients  as  to  personal  cleanliness  and  the  care  in  the  storagev 
of  food.  These  outbreaks  were  very  quickly  under  control. 

MEAT  INSPECTlON.^No  cattle  are  now  slaughtered  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  They  are  taken  to  the  abattoir  at  Eynesbury. 


Sanitary  Table,  1944. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Developments  during  1944 — New  borehole  at  Great  Paxton. 

Insufficiency  and  where  ? — Water  had  to  be  carted  to  Grafham, 
Perry,  Toseland  and  Yelling. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Developments  during  1944. — No. 

'  Developments  still  needed. — Whole  District. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewerage  Disposal  Works,  or  complaints  as  to 
smells  ? — Yes. 

No.  of  Sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1944. — Nil.  Trapped. — Nil. 

Proportion  of  Sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection. — Nil.  Un- 

trapped. — Nil. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  of  Privies  with  Open  Middens. — Nil.  No.  of  Pail  or  Tub 
Closets. — lj326. 


Covered  Middens.— Nil.  No.  of  Water  Closets.— 
1)00.  \\  aste  M  ater  Closets. — Nil. 

Cb)^'o\lierL3^''r  c\  during  1944  (a)  as  Mb C. Is.— -Nil. 

additional  Closets  newly  constructed  for  old  property  in  1944 

(a)  \\  .C.  s. — 1.  j-  i  .. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1944  for  new  Mouses  fa)  )V  C ’s _ 

(b)  other. — Nil.  ^  ^  ‘  ‘ 


SCAVENGING. 


Ilow  is  Refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor— No.  f  b) 

(b)  Farmers— No.  Total  annual  cost  £1,035. 

Is  there  any  inasdequacy,  and  where  ? — Yes,  throuo-h 
labour  and  ve'hicles.  ° 


Tips— Yes. 


insufficient 


Any  change  during  1944  ?  Application  made  for  additional  vehicle. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTION. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1944 — 215. 

Informal  Notices  served — 64.  Complied  with  50. 

Statutory  Notices  served — 3.  Complied  with  2. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1944 — 14. 

Nuisances  reported  during  1944—76.  'Abated  during 
1944 — 50.  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings— 1. 

Common  Lodging  Houses— Nil.  Canal  Boats— Nil.  Knackers’  Yards 
• — Nil.  .Offensive  Trades — Nil. 


SCHOOLS. 

No.  of  visits  to  Schools — 12.  Action  taken — None  required. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

MTiat  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? — Made 
by  County  Council. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1944  ? — No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 75.  No.  Registered  75. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers — 41.  No.  Registered — 41. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 101.  No.  of  Inspections  in  1944 — 45. 

General  condition. — Fair. 

’Approximate  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District — 1,000.  Any  Tnsufficiencv 
in  Milk  Supply — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders — Nil. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is  sent 
—No. 


HOUSING. 

Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where  ? — Yes,  everywhere. 
Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — Not  known. 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with — Nil. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where  ? — No. 

No.  of  new  houses  built  in  1944 — 6. 
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General  character — Agricnltnral  Cottages. 

Are  there  any  working-class  dwellings  erected  by  the  S.A,  ? — Yes. 
No.  and  date — G,  December,  1944. 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ? — Yes. 

ACTION  UNDER  HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  ACT,  1936  : 
No.  of  houses  inspected — Nil.  No.  found  unfit — Nil. 

No.  of  representations  nTafle  to  L.A. — Nil.  No.  of  Closing  Orders — Nil. 
No.  or  houses  with,  defects  remedied  without  Closing  Orders — -‘Nil. 
No.  of  houses  made  habitable  after  Closing  urder — Nil. 

Any  compulsory  demolition  1 — No. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  ordinary  Meeting  ? — Yes. 
An}^  cellar  dwellings  1 — No. 

BACTERIOLOGY. 

Is  any  Laboratory  utilized  1 — E.M.S.  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

AVhat  organised  effort  to  control  it  1 — County  Council  has  taken 
over  this. 


The  Water  Supply, 

Except  where  a  Main  Supply  is  available  (Abbotsley,  Catwmrth, 
Covington  Great  Gransden,  Great  Staughton,  Ivimbolton  and  Tilbrook) 
the  wmter  supply  is  far  from  satisfactory.  It  has  been  necessary  to 
cart  w’ater  to  Grafham,  Perry,  Toseland  and  Yelling. 

Although  supplied  from  the  main,  the  supply  at  Great  Paxton  is 
unsatisfactory.  Several  samples  have  been  submitted  to  the  Emergency 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge,  and  most  of  them  have  been 
found  unsatisfactory. 

I  do  not  think  that  one  can  trust  any  shallow'  w'ell  in  the  district. 
Samples  taken  at  Great  Staughton,  Buckden,  Waresley  and  Little 
Paxton  have  all  been  pronounced  unsatisfactory  by  the  E.M.S.  I^ab. 
Mr.  Harley,  Great  Paxton,  has  installed  a  Metalurgic  Filter.  He 
takes  w'ater  direct  from  the  river,  and  informs  me  that  he  gets  a 
very  satisfactory  supply.  This  is  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
examination. 

A  scheme  to  supply  Buckden,  Grafham,  The  Offords,  Toseland  and 
xGiling’  is  under  consideration.  In  niy  opinion  it  is  very  necessarv. 

M  ATER  AND  SEWERAGE. — During  the  year  a  meeting  was  held 
of  representatives  from  the  Bedford  R.D.C.,  St.  Neots  U.D.C.  arid  the 
St.  Neots  R.D.C.,  to  discuss  whether  any  mutuar  assistance  could  be 
afforded  in  water  supplies  and  sewerage.  After  some  discussion  it  wms 
decided  that  no  benefit  would  be  derived  by  this  Council,  and  that 
they  w'ere  not  in  a  position  to  assist  the  other  Authorities. 
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St.  Neots  Rainfall. 


1944,  18.69 


ins. 


1940,  23.09 


ins.  ; 
ins. 


1943,  17.25  ins.  ;  1942. 

;  1939,  26.80  ins.  ;  1938, 


19.36 

19.99 


ins.  ; 
ins. 


Housing 

There  is  a  great  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district,  and  several  of 
the  existing  houses  are  in  need  of  repairs. 

A  Survey  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district  is  under  consideration. 
It  is  hoped  to  raise  a  uniform  standard  throughout  the  whole  County. 


Milk. 

On  the  whole  this  is  satisfactory,  but  I  am  not  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  sterilization  of  all  the  churns  and  utensils.  I  have  washed 
out  so-called  sterile  churns  and  bottles  with  sterile  fluid  obtained 
from  the  E.M.S.  Lab.,  sent  the  washings  to  the  Lab.,  where  bacteria 
have  been  found. 


Harvest  Camps. 

Two  Camps  were  set  up  by  the  W.A.E.C.  for  holiday-makers  assist¬ 
ing  with  the  harvest.  Inspection  was  made  for  water  supplies  and 
sanitary  accommodation.  The  water  supplies  at  Buckden  Camp  were 
unsatisfactory  and  water  had.  to  be  carted  ;  the  water  at  Great  Staugh- 
ton  was  from  the  main.  In  both  cases  sanitary  accommodation  was 
in  the  form  of  E.C.  pails.  No  nuisances  or  epidemics  were  notified. 


Reluse  Dump. 

Many  complaints  were  received  concerning  a  dump  by  the  Forces 
causing  infestation  of  flies,  y^rasps  and  rats.  This  Council  took  action 
and  the  dump  was  closed. 


Evacuation. 

A  Sick  Bay  was  established  in  Huntingdon  for  the  treatment  of 
evacuees  requiring  more  attention  than  they  could  receive  at  home, 
but  who  were  not  ill  enough  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 
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Report  of  Sanlttiry  Inspector  &  Surveyor, 

Year  1944. 

}i0 USING  KEPAlES,  &c. 

Owing  to  the  sliortage^  of  building  labour  great  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  m  getting  repairs  effected,  and  accordingly  inspections  were 
conlmecl  to  those  instances  where  complaint  was  received  and  then  the 
more  serious  items  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  considerable  work  was  put  into  the 
meetings  of  a  Technical  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  ooint  Coimtv 
Cornmittee  for  Kiiral  Housing.  This  Sub-Committee  was  comprised 
ot  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ami  Sanitary  Inspectors  from  each 
diMrict  concerned,  together  with  the  County  Surveyor,  County  Medical 
Officer^ of  Health  and  the  County  Land  Agent,  and  was  formed  to  draw 
up  a  Standard  of  Fitness  ”  for  Houses  throughout  the  Countv  This 
was  not  quite  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  appears ’that  a 
considerable  number  of  houses  in  this  area  will  need  drastic  alteration 
to  comply  with  the  proposed  standard. 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  made 

...  215 

Total  No.  of  Notices  served 

G8 

Informal 

G4 

Statutory 

4 

Total  No.  of  Complaints  received 

...  76 

Premises,  Houses,  etc. 

No.  inspected 

...  56 

Nuisances  abated 

...  42 

Pool,  Ditch,  Gutter,  Watercourse 

No.  inspected 

4 

Nuisances  alialed 

4 

Animals  improperly  kept 

No.  inspected 

1 

Nuisances  abated 

1 

Privy,  Urinal,  Cesspool,  Ashpit 

No.  inspected 

...  19 

Nuisances  abated 

...  19 

Drains,  Drain  Traps,  etc.,  etc. 

No.  insj)ected 

...  Nil 

Nuisances  aluited 

...  Nil 

Houfe,  or  part  thereof,  overcrowded 

No.  inspected 

...  Nil 

Nuisances  abated 

...  Nil 

Smoke  Nuisances 

No.  of  observations 

...  Nil 

Nuisances  abated 

...  Nil 

Offensive  accumulations 

No.  inspected 

3 

Nuisances  abated  ■  i 

3 

Other  Sanitary  conditions  '  1 

No.  inspected 

...  37 

Nuisances  abated 

...  23 

Lodging  Houses 

No.  registered 

...  Nil 

No.  of  inspections 

...  Nil 

Slaughter-houses 

No.  licensed  or  registered 

7 

No.  of  inspections 

(not  in  use) 

...  Nil 

Offensive  Trades  (sec.  107,  P.  Health  Act, 

1936) 

No.  established 

...  Nil 

No.  of  inspections 

...  Nil 

’  Canal  ]^>oats 

No.  registered  ...  Nil 

No.  of  inspections  ...  Nil 

No.  with  infectious  diseases  on  lioard  ...  Nil 

Puliic  Health  Act,  193G 

No.  Houses  condemned  ...  Nil 

No.  closed  ...  Nil 

No.  cleaned  and  limewaslied  ...  Nil 

Food — seizures  of  unwholesome  Nil  (FI.C.C.) 

Infectious  Disease 

Houses  alfected  with  ...  4 

Houses  inspected  ...  4 

No.  of  inspedtions  ...  4 

Houses  disinfected  ...  3 

Schools  disinfected  ...  Nil 

Disinfectant  used  Formaldehyde 

Lots  of  clothing  disinfected  ...  Nil 

J.oTs  of  clothing  destroyed  ...  Nil 

Privy  jM  id  dens 

New  pro\4ded  ...  Nil 

No.  lepaired  ...  Nil 

No.  converted  to  pails  ...  3 

No.  converted  to  ^V.C.^s  ...  Nil 

New  Pail  or  Earth  Closets  provided  ...  3 

Water  Closets 

New  provided  ...  2 

No.  supplied  with  water  ...  Nil 

Ashpits 

New  pro\ided  ...  Nil 

No.  converted  to  ashbins  ...  Nil 

Ashbins 

New  provided  ...  I 

Water  Supply 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  28 

Samples  condemned  ...  21 

Wells  closed  ...  Nil 

Wells  cleansed,  repaired,  etc.  ...  2 

Public  Supply  sul)stituted  for  W'ell  or  Pond  ...  Nil 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  covered  ...  Nil 

AVaste  Pipes  disconnected  from  drain  ...  Nil 

Housing,  etc..  Act,  193G 

No.  Houses  closed  ...  Nil 

N».  Houses  made  habital)le  ...  2 

No.  Houses  demolished  ...  Nil 

Building  Bye  Laws  adopted  ...  No. 

Total  Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  1 

Convictions  ...  1 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1937. 

Factories 

Total  No.  on  Register  (including  Bakehouses)...  41 

No.  in  which  nuisances  abated  ...  1 

Bakehouses 

No.  on  Register  ...  12 

No.  in  which  nuisance  abated  ...  2 

Home  Work 

No.  of  outworkers  ...  1 

No.  of  Houses  ...  1 

No.  of  infected  Houses  ...  Nil 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses,  etc.  ...  Nil 

Conrictions  ...  Nil 


>SK^^'EKS  AND  SEWEllAGE. 

CoKsicleiable  clifRculty  in  the  efficient  maintenance  of  sewers  arises 
lom  the  absence  of  any  record  or  plan  showing  the  exact  location  of 
le  ^e\Ae.s.  n  addition,  a^  the  pipes  have  been  added  from  time  to 
time,  it  IS  quite  common  to  find  land  drainage  pipes,  brick  culverts 
and  glazed  pipes  all  forming  part  of  the  same  sewer  ;  some  uniointed, 
some  clay  jointed,  and  others  cement  jointed.  Another  major  source 
of  anxiety  from  a  public  health  point  of  view  is  the  complete  absence 
ot  any  adequate  treatment  of  the  sewage  before  discharge.  In 
Kimbolton  there  are  some  septic  tanks  with  trench  filters,  but  these 
are  tar  from  efficient  ;  in  the  remaining  parishes,  where  W.C.’s  are 
installed,  a  septic  tank  has  to  be  constructed  within  the  ciirtilao-e  of 
the  property  and  the  effluent  turned  into  the  sewer. 

The  sewers  are  largely  for  combined  purposes,  viz.  :  to  receive  sur¬ 
face  and  storm  water  as  well  as  sewage,  and  the  Huntingdon  County 
Council  contribute  half  share  towards  the  maintenance  'cost  of  the 
sewers. 

Twenty-four  obstructiohs  to  sewers  v/ere  notified,  and  of  these  ten 
were  dne  to  outfall  ditches  which  needed  cleaning  out  ;  the  cost  to 
this  Council  for  this  work  being  approximately  £300. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A  Scammell  Mechanical  Horse  with  intercliangealile  lumbier  amd 
lefuse  trailer,  with  a  gang  of  three  men.  is  utilised  for  the  collection 
of  unburnalile  refuse  and  nightsoil  in  the  district.  This  proved  in¬ 
adequate,  and  a  new  Dennis  Vehicle  was  ordered  "for  the  collection  of 
unburnable  refuse  ;  the  Scammell  arid  tumbler  was  then  to  be  used  for 
nightsoil  only,  as  it  was  'unsatisfactory  for  the  heavier  work  on  refuse 
collection.  A  scheme  was  got  out  for  the  whole  district,  and  it  was 
hoped  to  obtain  a  fortnightly  codec, ion  of  refuse  and  a  weekly  collec¬ 
tion  of  nightsoil.  The  Dennis  Vehicle  wtis  not  received  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  also  three  more  men  were  not  obtainable  from  The 
Labour  Exchange,  so  the  scheme  has  not  yet  been  put  into  operation. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

The  Council  having  no  apparatus  for  this  service,  contractors 

are  employed  and  the  cost  recovered  from  the  owner. 

SALVAGE. 

kjadage  (lining  the  year  ju.st  showed  a  profit,  but  this  was  due  to 
the  methods  of  disposal  rathe:  tlian  to  shortage  of  material  collected. 
IMore  revenue  would  undoubtedly  have  been  realised  had  the  Council 
been  in  possession  of  the  necessary  plant  and  buildings.  The  Salvage 
collected  via^  well  above  the  av’erage  ior  the  Country.  A  very  success¬ 
ful  Book  Drive  was  held  in  July,  when  31,416  books  were  collected, 
resulting  in  9,885  books  being  sent  to  the  Forces,  6G0  to  Libraries 

and  Hospitals,  with  a  residue  of  3  tons  15  cwts.  for  Salvage,  'it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  some  of  these  books  reached  a  local  ma'^n  actini¬ 
as  Librarian  in  the  P.A.F.  in  Ceylon. 

COUNCIL  HOUSE  MAINTENANCE. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  dming  the  year  in  getting  repairs  carried 
ont,  and  as  soon  as  lalrour  becomes  more  readily  availalde,  considerable 
work  will  have  to  be  carried  out,  particularly  as  some  of  the  houses 
will  not  comply  with  the  “standard  of  fitness  ”  as  mentioned  under  the 

heading  “Housing  Bepairs,  etc.”  There  are  now  193  Council  Houses 

in  the  area,  as  the  four  Agricultural  Houses  at  Cat  worth  and  the  two 
at  Waresley  have  been  completed. 

It  may  be  lietter  and  cheaper  at  a  later  date  for  the  Council  to 
undertake  maintenance  of  all  Council  Houses  Iw  direct  labour  and  buy 
all  materials  in  bulk. 

POST-WAB  HOUSING. 

Seventy  suggested  sites  in  the  various  parishes  were  examined  by  a 
Sub-Committee  and  lo-al  lepresentatives.  The  final  selection  was  made 
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by  tlio  Council  and  tlie  necessary  copies  of  site  plans  sent  to  the 
Regional  Planning  Officer.  Kepresentatives  of  the  various  Ministries 
concerned  visited  the  Offices  to  examine  maps  and  inspected  those 
sites  which  they  deemed  necessary.  Consent  for  development  was  with¬ 
held  in  only  four  cases  ;  later  in  the  year  ten  sites  were  surveyed  with 
the  Council’s  Architect  for  the  preparation  of  lay-out  plans.  Some  of 
the  lay-out  and  the  type  plans  were  received  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  Council  proposes  erecting  some  168  houses  in  the  tirst  'year  after 
the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

NEtT  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  were  deposited  for  the  erection  of  one  new  building  and  the 
alteration  of  two  existing  premises.  The  new  structure  was  completed, 
but  the  other  two  were  not  finished  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  altera¬ 
tions  consisted  of  the  complete  re-construction  of  two  cottages,  and  the 
extension,  including  the  sanitary  accommodation,  of  a  School.  Many 
visits  wer(;  made  whilst  the  work  was  proceeding,  and  it  was  seen  that 
it  was  being  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

:\riLK  AND  FOOD. 

The  inspection  of  foodstulf  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council, 
and  it  is  felt  that  this  causes  unnecessary  delay  and  travelling,  when 
this  Council  have  a  fully  qualified  Inspector  on  their  Staff. 

During  the  year  attention  was  drawn  to  a  producer-retailer  of  milk 
not  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  'Milk  and  Dairies  Order, 
1926.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Council,  who  interviewed  the 
retailer,  and  on  obtaining  no  satisfactory  undertaking  revoked  his 
licence. 

A  wholesale  producer  was  constantly  consigning  unsatisfactory  milk. 
A  statutory  notice  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  was  served 
on  the  tenant  (for  improvements  to  the  cowshed  and  provision  of  a 
dairy),  but  before  this  expired  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  cancelled  his 
licence. 

These  two  p.odiicers  reveffied  to  stock  farming. 

Complaint  was  received  of  a  tainted  milk  being  sold  in  the  district, 
and  on  investigation  it  appeared  that  the  trouble  arose  from  feeding 
sugar  beet  tops  too  fresh.  Contact  was  made  with  the  tVar  Agricul¬ 
tural  Committee’s  Feeding  Stuff  Officer,  who  made  enquiries  and  later 
confirmed  this  opinion.  The  lieet  tops  were  then  allowed  longer  time 
to  wilt,  and  the  taint  disappeared  from  the  milk. 


No.  of  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of 

Milk  (Milk  Sellers)  in  District  ...  75 

No.  Eegistered  ...  75 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  '  ...  fiO 

No.  of  Inspections  during  Milking  Time  ...  4 

No.  of  Premises  requiring  Whitewashing,  Cleansing,  &c.  6 

No.  in  which  reciuirements  of  'Sanitary  Authority  were 

carried  out  ...  G 


No.  of  Premises  requiring  Structural  or  Sanitary 


Improvements  ...  4 

No.  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority  were 

carried  out  ...  2 

No.  of  Premises  with  Well  Water  Supply  ...  42 

No.  of,  from  which  Water  analysed  ...  1 

Condemned  ...  l 

No.  of  Butter  and  Cheese  Makers  in  District  ...  Nil. 


R.  K.  DUNNING, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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